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Why focusing on older adults
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Figure. Geographical distribution 

of countries that reported 

vaccination in 2024 (2023 data) 

for older adults against A) 

COVID-19, B) seasonal 

influenza, C) pneumococcal 

disease, and D) HZ. 

Status of immunization 
policies for older adults 

by WHO region:

Vilajeliu, A.; Vega, V.; Gibson, R.; 
Nogareda, F.; Wang, X.; Brooks, D.J.; 
Wiysonge, C.S.; Cakmak, O.N.; Mere, 
O.; Marti, M.; Lambach, P.; Shendale, 
S.; Contreras, M.; Njambe, E.; 
Sparrow, E.G.; Hombach, J.; 
Lindstrand, A. Global Status of Adult 
Immunization Post COVID-19 
Pandemic. Vaccines 2025, 13, 401.

Programs are in place 



Status of immunization policies for older adults by WHO region:

Vilajeliu, A.; Vega, V.; Gibson, R.; Nogareda, F.; Wang, X.; Brooks, D.J.; Wiysonge, C.S.; Cakmak, 
O.N.; Mere, O.; Marti, M.; Lambach, P.; Shendale, S.; Contreras, M.; Njambe, E.; Sparrow, E.G.; 
Hombach, J.; Lindstrand, A. Global Status of Adult Immunization Post COVID-19 
Pandemic. Vaccines 2025, 13, 401.

RSV: In 2024, no information about other recently licensed vaccines was reported in eJRF by 
countries. However, by the end of 2024, five European countries had introduced the RSV vaccine 
for older adults. (Communication from Pfizer and GSK, January 2025) / MS= member states

• Percentage of European member states that indicate to 

vaccinate older adults

• 94% for COVID-19

• 92% for Influenza 

• More heterogeneous:

• 30% against pneumococcal

• 13% against herpes zoster

• 9% against RSV (data jan 2025, from Pfizer/GSK)

Vaccines within programs are different



Status of coverage (COVID-19)

COVID-19 vaccine coverage among people aged 60 
years and above, 28 EU/EEA countries

1 September 2023 to 31 July 2024

Coverage remains below the targeted levels



Status of coverage (Influenza)

Coverage remains below the targeted levels
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Meeting definitions

Adult immunization Adult immunization refers to the administration of vaccines (active immunization) 
or antibodies (passive immunization) to individuals who are 18 years of age or 
older in order to protect them against various infectious diseases, before or after 
exposure. Source: AIB secretariat

Older adults The United Nations defines “older adults” as persons 60 years of age or older, 
although this age limit may vary from country to country. For the purposes of this 
meeting, we have defined “older adults” as those aged 50 and over to ensure the 
broadest possible inclusion. Source: AIB secretariat

Vaccines for older adults This meeting will focus on the following 6 VPI/vaccines: 
1. Influenza
2. COVID-19
3. Tdap
4. Pneumo
5. Shingles
6. RSV
An overview of the different vaccines is given on next slide
(Source: AIB adult vaccines tracker)



Platforms
• Subunit (Toxoid, Recombinant 

protein, Conjugate, Polysaccaride) 
Tdap, RSV, Influenza

• Inactivated Influenza
• Nucleid acid (mRNA) COVID-19, RSV

(Most common) 
Route of administration
• All intramuscular

Adjuvant
• AS01 RSV, Shingrix
• Alum-based Tdap, Influenza, 

pneumo
• M59 Influenza
• Matrix-M COVID-19
• SQBA COVID-19

Combination vaccines:
Tdap, no other combination vaccines on 
the market yet

AIB adult vaccines tracker – vaccines for older adults



• To support immune response 
• Weaker immune system – higher risk of complications
• Chronic diseases (e.g. diabetes, heart disease, or COPD) which make infections more severe/ 

harder to recover from. Moreover, infections can lead to exacerbation of chronic diseases

• To maintain quality of life / independence (improving long-term health)

• To increase public health impact - Older adults often live in close contact with family and caregivers 
(nursing homes /regularly organized home care → reduce transmission in the broader community).

• To reduce society/health system costs: hospital admissions, ER visits, and long-term care costs

Why focus on vaccination of older adults?

Wide variations in policies in terms of age criteria, type of vaccines, implementation framework and 
reimbursement procedures → worth discussion to gather perspectives from various contexts/ vaccines/ disciplines



• Potential impact of childhood vaccinations 
on older adults (Pneumococcal, Influenza)

• The role of vaccines targeting HCP 
• to reducing the likelihood of 

transmission to (older) patients 
• safeguarding the health workforce
• health workers play a key role in 

recommending vaccines

Next to vaccination of older adults also 
important to vaccinate children and HCP

PCV10 serotype IPD: significant reductions in all adult age groups →
however considerable remaining burden of pneumococcal bacteremia 
and pneumonia in older adults (Finland / country meeting presentation 
J Pekka Nuorti (Tampere University) 

https://www.adultimmunizationboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/24HEL4.3_PekkaNuorti.pdf
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Objectives of the meeting

Session 2: Setting the scene: 
health prevention and 
vaccination strategies of 
older adults in Europe

• Clarify the definition of older 
adults in the context of 
vaccination by considering 
factors such as chronological 
age, comorbidities, and 
biological markers like 
immunosenescence and frailty

• Review and discuss vaccines 
and vaccination programs 
targeting older adults across 
Europe
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Session 3: From clinical trials 
to real-world data: 
challenges and 
opportunities in the 
conduction of trials

• Address the unique challenges 
and opportunities in 
conducting vaccination studies, 
and especially clinical trials, 
with older adults.

Objectives of the meeting
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Session 4: Understanding specific 
characteristics of 
different vaccines for older adults

• Explore the mechanisms and factors 
affecting the efficacy, effectiveness, 
safety and durability (including 
boosters) of vaccine responses in 
older adults and discuss strategies 
(like adjuvants and higher doses) to 
enhance immune responses. Discuss 
specific characteristics of different 
vaccines for older adults.

Objectives of the meeting
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Objectives of the meeting

Session 5: Implementing 
vaccination in the older adults on 
multiple levels

• Discuss implementation of 
vaccination in older adults at the 
policymakers, organizational and 
population levels. Identify strategies, 
including best practices and successes, 
to increase vaccination coverage in 
both community and other care 
settings, and address communication 
and logistical challenges to ensure 
program sustainability and equity.



Let the discussions begin!



A collaboration of

Prof. Pierre Van Damme

Introduction of meeting participants



Tour de table: Introduction of the (virtual or physical) participants
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• Please note that we have participants / speakers online – hybrid meeting

• Physical Participants
• Please use the mic to ask questions and/or give comments.

It will help the online participants to follow the questions and discussion in the meeting room

• Online participants
• Please switch on your video while introducing yourself and every time you speak
• Keep yourself on mute when not speaking

• Video recordings of the presentations are for internal use only. 
No recordings will be put online. 
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