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Poland – country profile

Source: OECD Library: State of Health in the EU, Country Health Profiles, Poland: Country Health Profile 2023; https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/state-of-health-in-the-eu_25227041

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/poland-country-health-profile-2023_f597c810-en


Budget dedicated to HC – USD/capita
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Percentage increase from 2013 to 2022

OECD data

The % growth of HC expenditures in Poland is as high as in Germany and 
above that of the other countries.
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• drug availability

• drug financing

• supply systems

• drug regulations

• rational use of drugs

• drug research

• education of participants of the 
system

Vaccines in Polish Drug Policy 2018-2022



Regulatory Foundations and the Role of Pharmacists in 
Immunization – Polish Context

• In Poland, pharmacists were authorized to administer (selected, 26!) adult
vaccinations starting in 2021, based on the COVID-19 pandemic emergency

• The legal basis includes amendments to the Pharmaceutical Law and the Act on
the Professions of Physician and Pharmacist

• As of 2023, pharmacists can conduct vaccinations in pharmacies after completing
accredited training

• Pharmacists are also authorized to qualify adult patients for certain vaccinations
(e.g., flu, COVID-19), in accordance with regulation by the Ministry of Health

• There is a universal system of reimbursement for adults’ vaccinations administered
in pharmacies



Modern approach to vaccines reflected in GPs/MDs 
attitudes

EXPERT REVIEW OF VACCINES 2018, VOL. 17, NO. 10, 851–864 https://doi.org/10.1080/14760584.2018.1527690



Pathways for vaccine assessments and national 
decision-making proces in Poland are complicated



https://www.mdpi.com/2076-393X/12/3/286

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mdpi.com%2F2076-393X%2F12%2F3%2F286&data=05%7C02%7CJoanna.Rabiczko%40sanofi.com%7Ce6b7a6445fe74216786808dc485173da%7Caca3c8d6aa714e1aa10e03572fc58c0b%7C0%7C0%7C638464761878500785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wWJuwdRDY63Wid6K7UFWiEJ1qFKxprFHZ7dEnQIZsrE%3D&reserved=0


Key focus areas of the Polish Presidency

“Security, Europe!” – this is the motto of the Polish Presidency of the
Council of the European Union

Four key areas:

• health security

• digitisation of healthcare

• health promotion and disease prevention

• mental health of children and adolescents



Policy paper of the Polish Academy of Science
Pharmaceutical security. Focus on Vaccines. 

3 dimensions:

• security understood as the availability and accessibility of medicinal products and
medical devices

• safety of drug use in patients

• preparation for crisis situations (e.g. natural disasters, pandemics, wars) together
with solutions and remedial actions
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Adult vaccination in Poland from patients’ perspective

Key Focus areas

1. https://mypacjenci.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/raport-szczepienia-FINAL.pdf

2. https://szczepienia.pzh.gov.pl/szczepionki/grypa/?strona=7#jaki-jest-stan-zaszczepienia-przeciw-grypie-w-polsce ; NHF reimbursed data, GUS data

Main access challenges based on the patients’ organisation report1:

• Awareness – education regarding vaccination necessity regardless of age should 

be a priority; educational materials should be provided by doctors and nurses in all 

medical centres

• Simplification – current patient jurney is complicated (prescription, vaccine 

purchasing, specific storage, multiply visits) and requires changes e.g. fast 

prophylaxis pathway

• Spendings – vaccine cost is still a challenge for patients therefore 0% co-pay for 

the 65+ and 18- population is needed

https://mypacjenci.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/raport-szczepienia-FINAL.pdf
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