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Leveraging the upcoming Council Recommendations on 
immunisation against respiratory infections and herpes 
zoster to advance digital infrastructure and data 
collection



About the Steering Group 



Our ask



A new EU framework is necessary

High and growing burden of respiratory 
infections and herpes zoster

Combined impact strains health systems and 
preparedness 

Immunisation uptake remains too low 

Existing framework outdated (influenza-
focused) 

Opportunity: EU framework 
to expand scope, harmonise

action, and strengthen 
prevention 

Opportunity: 
new Council 

Recommendation to 
move from fragmented 

to coordinated EU 
prevention framework



The Council Recommendation can encourage increased 
vaccination coverage rates (VCR) across the EU

Targets to measure progress

Include EU-wide coverage targets

Strengthen digital infrastructure & 
develop accurate data on disease levels 
and immunisation coverage to improve 

VCR in Europe. 

Digital infrastructure & data

Denmark provides a useful case study 



Data is fundamental for meaningful surveillance of 
respiratory and herpes zoster immunisation coverage

• Harmonised and timely data is necessary.
 Current challenge: fragmented and delayed data reporting.

The Steering Group calls for the Recommendation to reflect the need 
for harmonised reporting.
 Member States should implement or strengthen integrated 

surveillance and data collection.



Final reflections

New Council Recommendations on immunisation against Respiratory 
Infections and herpes zoster provide the opportunity to shape a new, 
evidence-based EU Council Recommendation 
 Ensure translation of evidence into practical, 

implementable policy across Member States. 

A stronger, more resilient approach to respiratory infection and herpes zoster 
prevention in Europe
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